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 Officers at St Andrew’s 
 

Vicar: Rev Sam Crossley 

Mob: 07591 455610 

Email: vicar@longtonstandrew.org 

Associate Vicar: Rev Margaret Jones 

revmargaret@longtonstandrew.org 

 

Church Wardens 

Stephanie Briggs -  07720 785 781 

churchwarden@longtonstandrew.org 

Cath Grilli cathgrilli@gmail.com 

 

Licensed Lay Readers:  

Jane Slinger 

Joan Doerich  

Organist: 

Chrissie Oakley 

Hon Treasurer:   

Sue Tipping 

PCC Secretary:  

Judith Rimmer 

Gift Aid Secretary:  

Steve Baxter 

Electoral Roll Secretary: 

Judith Rimmer 

Safeguarding Officer: 

Judith Wyllie  safeguarding@longtonstandrew.org 

 

Pathfinders meet in the Church Hall on Sundays at 10am.  
 

All are welcome; parents can stay with their children 

The children and their parents come into church to take  communion or 
have a blessing. They are also involved in the Family Service. 
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Services for April 

The church is open from 9am  -  3pm from Saturday to Thursday 

for private prayer  

Other services 

Weddings: please contact the Vicar to discuss initial arrange-

ments  

Baptisms: Details and bookings for the preparation sessions 

can be  obtained from the Vicar 

St Andrew’s Church Hall can be booked for children ’s parties 

(under 11) and for other functions. Contact : John Rimmer  614277 

 

 

Sunday 2nd Palm Sunday 10.00 Holy Communion 

Tuesday 4th   18.00 Sacred Space 3 

Thursday 6th Maundy Thursday 18.00 Holy Communion 

Friday 7th 

Good Friday 

10.00 Holy Communion 

Sunday 9th Easter Sunday 10.00 Holy Communion 

Weds 12th   9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 16th 
Easter 2 

8.00 Morning Prayer 

    10.00 Morning Prayer 

Weds 19th   9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd 
Easter 3 

8.00 Holy Communion 

    10.00 Holy Communion 

Weds 26th   9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th 

Easter 4 

8.00 Holy Communion 

    10.00 Holy Communion 

    12.00 Baptism Olivia Hughes 

    13.00 Baptism Evie + Millie May 

    18.00 Evening Prayer 
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Dates for your diaries 
 

Hunger Lunch:  Good Friday, April 7th 11.30am - 1.30pm 

 

Over Fifties Lunch: Thursday April 13th  12.30-2.30pm 

 

Men’s Breakfast: Saturday 15th April at 9.30am  

Contact John 07860 630624 

 

Mothers’ Union: Thursday 20th April at 2pm in the Church Hall  

 

Ladies who lunch: Wednesday 26th April  at 12.30 in the Hall.  

Contact Judith on 07796 005767 
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Vicar’s Notebook 

 

Forty crisp-less days have nearly passed. Not a single crisp has crossed 

my lips in March. Although we did have tacos one night and I did wonder 

whether they counted or not. We decided they didn’t, and the Lenten fast 

was kept. Giving up crisps is hardly a fitting preparation for Easter. Just a 

token of the importance of the events to come.  

 

As we approach the events of Easter, we are reminded again of the 

beating heart of the Christian faith. Where life and death and everything 

in between is called into question. I find Holy Week exhausting and   

frantic. Not especially because of the number of services, but because of 

the emotional and spiritual demands that the story places on us if we  

truly embrace it.  

 

On Palm Sunday, Jesus is celebrated as a king. Welcomed as a hero   

into the city of Jerusalem. It is a day filled with public expressions of     

optimism and hope. It is in contrast with the intimate gathering of     

Maundy Thursday as Jesus gathered with his disciples. He broke bread 

with them and stooped to wash their feet. In the quiet of the upper room, 

a deep sadness pervades. This feeling begins to dawn on the disciples. 

We feel it even more keenly knowing where the story goes.  

 

By Good Friday, the story has pivoted entirely. We are exposed in public 

to the mercilessness of the crowds that turn on Jesus. The events     

leading to the cross and the death itself are true horrors which even our 

sanitisation of them can barely hide. They are desperately cruel and 

wicked scenes. A sombre reflection on the most appalling aspects of our 

humanity.  

 

Holy Saturday slips by in hopeless obscurity. Quiet. Unmoving. Lifeless.  

 

By this point, it is difficult to capture the change in mood that Easter  
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Sunday represents. Rarely are we exposed to such extremes of death 

and life. Life is generally more even. Up or down. Yet the Christian faith 

seeks to hold together incredible sadness and euphoric hope in a single 

long weekend. Everything has been stripped away, and only a single 

word of hope remains. Resurrection.  

 

Holy Week is not for the faint-hearted. As a church, we are invited to em-

brace all these moments as one. To journey through the last days of Je-

sus’ life and cross the threshold of eternity. It’s exhausting just thinking 

about it. At least I can have some crisps at the end of it all.  

 

Sam 

 

 

 

 

Christian Aid Week:  May 14th - 20th 

 

I should be very pleased indeed to hear from anyone able to help with 

the House-to-House Collection in May.  Christian Aid is in desperate 

need of funds to help the millions of families living in disaster areas of 

the world or suffering severely from an increase in drought, storms and 

floods due to climate change. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Cath Greenlees   01772-613500 
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Diocese of Blackburn – Vision 2026   

 

Some of you may have heard that I have made 

the difficult decision to step down as organist for 

St Andrew’s after the Easter services.  I would like 

to thank all those who have been so kind (and polite) about my playing 

especially when I have attempted to introduce something new, it has 

been much appreciated.  I initially offered my rather limited piano skills 

for a couple of weeks whilst another organist was sought and somehow 

ended up playing for seven years (if only a two week holiday could last 

that long!). 

I was reflecting on the time I have been playing at church and about 

some of the hymns I particularly like.  One that immediately came to 

mind was “Dear Lord and Father of mankind”.  I’m not quite sure why I 

like this one, perhaps it is because I can actually play it, or if might be 

that it reminds me of the many weddings I sang it at as a young chorister 

– so many couples seem to pick this hymn.  I sang in the choir at a small 

village church which had a lot of weddings, we were paid £1 for each 

wedding and with sometimes two weddings each Saturday it seemed 

quite lucrative when you were aged nine (although I do think the second 

line “forgive our foolish ways” is perhaps not the best words for a       

wedding!).   

One of the stands of the Diocese of Blackburn’s Vision 2026 is “making 

disciples”, an element of this is around helping us to learn more from the 

bible.  It isn’t surprising that many of our well loved hymns take their 

words from bible verses.  The final verse of “Dear Lord and Father of 

mankind” includes the words “speak through the earthquake, wind and 

fire, o still small voice of calm!” 

These words come from a passage in 1 Kings 19 (particularly verses 11-

13).  In this section Elijah has been running away because he feels that 

he is a failure.  What we see in these verses is that God meets Elijah 

and offers encouragement through revealing himself in a new way.       

Elijah discovers that God isn’t always found in the powerful resources of 

the wind, earthquake or fire which symbolize the excitement of life, but 

can also be found in the quiet stillness of life too.  Elijah hears the “gentle 
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whisper” of promise from God and gains a different perspective which 

enables him to return from the wilderness with a fresh purpose in his life. 

Sometimes it can be hard to rest and take a break from daily routine but 

if we aren’t careful, the busyness of life can push out the quiet times 

which we need to sustain us.  In Mark 1:35 it says Jesus “went off to a 

solitary place”, if Jesus himself needed quiet time then it is only right that 

we too may need to take some time out occasionally to refresh ourselves 

and listen for that “quiet whisper” within our busy lives.   

So next time you are joining in and singing your favourite hymn perhaps 

it is worth considering whether the words come from a specific bible pas-

sage, and if they do, what you may be able to take from it.  Oh – and I 

will still be playing the organ for some services so you haven’t fully es-

caped me yet! 

 

Chrissie Oakley (Longton St Andrew ’s vision champion)  

 

Vision 2026 prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, we embrace Your call for us to make disciples, to be 

witnesses, to grow leaders and inspire children and young people.  Give 

us eyes to see Your vision, ears to hear the prompting of Your Spirit and 

courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Je-

sus Christ.  

Amen 
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Mothers’ Union News    

Meeting news 

It was lovely to see so many Mothers’ Union 

members in Church on Mothering Sunday to welcome our newly 

enrolled members. Thanks to everyone involved for making it a special 

occasion 

Our next meeting will be held on  Thursday 20th April at 2pm in the 

Church hall. We are holding a social event, our ‘Spring Surprise’ 

All our meetings and events are open to everyone who would like to 

come along and join us in prayer and companionship. Please speak to 

Sue Tipping if you would like more information 
 

The Deanery Festival 
 

A date for the diary!  This years Deanery Festival will be held on 

Wednesday 10th May at 7.30pm at St Saviours Church, Bamber 

Bridge.  We will be organising some cars and if you would like to come 

along please have a word with Sue, Jenny  or any committee member. 
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M. HOWARD 

Plumbing & 

Heating Engineer 

Gas Safe Registered 

24, Barnfield 

Much Hoole 

Tel: 616666 

Mob: 07778  - 831385 

ESTIMATES FREE 

 

M. WALMSLEY ROOFING 

Roof repairs, Slating/Tiling, Flat Roofs 

All Lead Work, Pointing etc, 

Re-Roofing a speciality 

Guttering, Chimneys etc 

Radcliffe Farmhouse, 252 Chapel Lane, New Longton PR4 4AB 

Mob: 07973 - 418172 

Advertising in Together 

 

Helps to pay the costs of the 

magazine and makes your   

business seen locally 

 

If you wish to advertise in this 

magazine, please contact 

Cath Greenlees 

613500 
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TOGETHER 

St Andrew’s Parish Magazine 

 

The price of the magazine is 75p. You can also take out a year’s  

subscription (10 issues) for £6.00. 

 

Please speak to the person who delivers your magazines or to  

Hilary Coop, Magazine Secretary 

on 611837 

 

Any items for the magazine should be sent to  

judithrimmer1@gmail.com by 20th of the month. 
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Is it time for a fresh look at 

your finances? 

Make this the year to get expert     

financial advice 

 

As qualified financial advisers specialising in Ethical Investment, we can give you 

tailored advice for peace of mind, both now and in the future. So, don’t leave it to 

chance, make this the year to review your finances and put the necessary plans in 

place for you and your family’s financial future. 
 

Call: Greg McCrave on 0752 706 5030 

Email: invest@profitwithprinciple.co.uk  

Visit: www.profitwithprinciple.co.uk 

 

Ribble Fuel Oils 
 

HEATING OILS - FARM FUELS - LUBRICATIONS 
 

281 Carnfield Place, Walton Summit 
Bamber Bridge, Preston, PR5 8AN 

 
Competitive Prices - Prompt Delivery 

Local Reliable Team 
 

Phone:  01772-337376                                           ribblefuels.co.uk 

http://www.profitwithprinciple.co.uk
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The Original Bathroom Company 

Beautiful Bathrooms 

Design and Installation service 

Supply only 

Exceptional Customer Service 

84, Liverpool Road, Longton (next to Booths) 01772 611622 Open Mon  - Sat 9  - 5 

www.theoriginalbathroomcompany.co.uk 

 

HCPC REGISTERED  

PODIATRIST/ 

CHIROPODIST 

 

CAROL WOODRUFF 
D.Pod.M, BSc(Hons), 

MRCPod 
 

Visiting Podiatrist 
 

Tel: 01772 747637 
            Or 

Mob: 0752 593 6644 
 

For an appointment 

Birch Croft Bed and Breakfast 
 
Friendly, family run bed and breakfast 
Gill Lane, Longton, PR4 4SS 
Ensuite Rooms, Family Room, secure     
parking 
 
 
Tel: 01772 613174 
07761817187 email: susan.420sutcliffe@btinternet.com 

Proprietor: Susan Sutcliffe 

mailto:susan.420sutcliffe@btinternet.com
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Crossword Clues  

 

Across 

1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  

4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  

8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe it’ (John 

20:25) (2,3)  

9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s 

message   (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  

10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral        

Majority, Jerry — (7)  

11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  

12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  

17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–

4) (5) 

19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken 

with the Lord’  

 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 

21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 

22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 

23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 

1:26) (6) 

24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit 

me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6) 

 

Down 

1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   

2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 

3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
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5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 

6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  

7 He reps (anag.) (6)  

9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 

13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her 

treasury (Acts 8:27)  

 (7) 

14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much 

wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  

15 The human mind or soul (6)  

16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; 

their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 

18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  

20 Bared (anag.) (5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers at the back. 
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Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday 15th April 

9:30 in the Hall  
 

Tea/coffee and a bacon or 

sausage or egg roll  

 

Ring John 07860 630 624 to book a place 
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St Andrew’s Gardening Group 

 

The Gardening Group’s final meeting for 

this season will take place on Monday 

April 3rd at 1.30pm. 

The group will re convene on Monday  

September 18th 2023. 

I would like to sincerely thank everyone 

who has helped in the group, since last 

September keeping the churchyard and 

graveyard looking well cared for. 

  

Thank you. 

Martin Reynolds 

 

Over Fifties’ Lunch:   Thursday April 13th 
 

The lunch will take place between 12.30 and 2.30pm and will consist of 

fruit juice, a main course, a sweet and tea or coffee costing £7.50. 

After lunch, Paul Blackett from New Longton will speak about the Pres-

ton and South Ribble Street Pastors who patrol in urban areas on Satur-

day nights to help the homeless and vulnerable young people to stay 

safe. 

All (of any age!) are welcome.   

If you would like to come, please contact Cath by lunch time on Tuesday 

11th:  01772-613500. 

 

Longton Open Gardens: Sunday July 9th 1pm - 5.30pm 

 

If anyone would like to open their garden on this occasion, please could 

they have a word with Liz Henfield (612951) or Cath Greenlees 
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News from Longton Players 

 

"The players are proud to kick off our 2023 season with a thrilling 

murder mystery set in an estate agents. 

 

Who Killed Billy Bungalow? 

 

Time to sharpen up your detective skills, for the players next event  

"Murder for Sale" 

Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd April 7.30pm in the Hall 

All tickets £10 which include a hotpot supper, licensed bar will also 

available 

Box Office- Diane Miley 01772 875418 

Book early to avoid disappointment!" 
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“The Great Hall Clean up” 

On Saturday 11th March, just after the Men's Breakfast an intrepid band 

of volunteers from Longton Players and St Andrew's came down to the 

hall and church to undertake the huge task of clearing items that we no 

longer need which were clogging up much needed space.  

We just wanted to thank everyone who gave up their time on a Saturday 

morning by coming down to help. It was a monumental task, hard work, 

and it could not have been done without a big team effort. Special thanks 

to each and every one who helped.  You are all stars! 

The attic space above the stage is transformed as are the dressing 

rooms. The hall upstairs was also cleared and it has made a big           

difference. 

Big shout out to Jill and Geoff Thompson who arranged for the use of the 

trailer and John Banister who had made multiple trips in his van to collect 

a huge amount of wood! 

Thanks everyone 

John Sutcliffe & Son 
 

Grounds Maintenance Contractors at Longton St Andrew’s Church 

 
01772 613174 / 07721497709 

johnsuts@btinternet.com 

 
Tree Work, tree and hedge cutting 

Stump Grinding 
Shrub/Bush Removal 
Garden Maintenance 

New Planting, Very Knowledgeable and fully qualified 
Gardens Professionally Tidied 

Over 25 yrs experience 
City & Guilds II, III Horticul-

ture, Diploma in Hard & 
Soft Landscaping 

100% reliable 

mailto:johnsuts@btinternet.com
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Sponsored Walk and Cycle:   

Saturday April 1st starting 9am - 3pm 

Walk for Water or Cycle for a Bike! 

 

The Sponsored Walk is a 2-mile circuit from St Andrew’s Church Hall, 

Longton (PR4 5AA) round the Longton Brick Croft - and may be walked 

up to ten times!  Proceeds are for water pumps which cost                    

approximately £50. 

The Sponsored Cycle is a 17 or 20 mile circuit from New Longton Meth-

odist Church (PR4 4AD) through Much Hoole, Bretherton, Croston 

(optional) and Midge Hall.  Proceeds are for bicycles, costing                

approximately £65, to take health care to rural villages. 

Sponsor forms and further details are now available from local churches 

and from Cath Greenlees:  tel - 01772 613500 

cath Greenlees@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Hunger Lunch:  Good Friday, April 7th 11.30am - 1.30pm 

St Andrew’s Church Hall, Longton PR4 5AA 

The lunch consists of soup, bread roll, butter and cheese  

and tea or coffee, 

 

Donations may be given to help the thousands of men, women and    

children who are short of food and in danger of starvation and death in 

the severe drought in East Africa (South Sudan, Kenya,                   

Uganda and Malawi). 

Do join us.  We should be delighted to see you. 

 

Cath. 
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Church and Church Hall Cleaning 

 

Our buildings are beautiful and used by many of us and the local      

community. I would like to restart a cleaning and tidying team so we can 

make it a clean and comfortable environment.   

The aim is to start the monthly cleaning team on Monday 3rd April after 

the schools have visited for their Easter services and before we start  

Holy Week.  

 

Between 1.30and 4.30 the aim is to start in church 

and when the dancers have finished to move into 

the hall generally doing as much as 

we can with time and the volunteers 

we have available on that occasion. 

If anyone  feels they can offer a 

Monday afternoon or even part of the time on a 

once a month basis or now and again the help 

would be really appreciated.  

 

Please contact Stephanie Briggs if you feel you are able 

to help in any way or you have any other ways we can 

enhance the building we all use.   
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From the Registers 
 

Funerals 

 

3rd March 

Paula Louise Jones 

 

8th March 

Barbara Threlfall 

 

20th March 

Cecilia Heatley 

 

Burial of ashes 

 

26th March  

Andrew Thompson 

Son of Derek and Margaret Thompson  

 

Baptisms 

 

5th March 

Martha Jackson 

Daughter of Benjamin and Ruth Jackson 

 

22nd March  

Cara Edwards 

Daughter of Michael and Michelle Edwards  
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A. S. FACER (Longton) LTD 

Dispensing Chemists 

We stock a range of Baby, Beauty, Healthcare  

and aids to Daily Living  

We offer a Prescription Collection and Delivery service 

8.45am to 6.00pm Monday  - Friday 

9.00am  to 5.00pm Saturday 

66, Liverpool Road, Longton  Freephone:0800 652 8201 
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1
st

 April: All Fools’ Day 

 

In years gone by, the rules surrounding April Fool were this:  between 

midnight and noon on 1st April, everyone is ‘fair game’ to be made a fool 

of.  It is the morning of the practical joke.  But the aim is not just to      

discomfort the victim: he must be tricked into taking action himself, sent 

on a ‘fool’s errand’.  

And so children would be sent to the dairy for a pint of dove’s milk, or to 

the bookseller for The Life of Eve’s Mother.  Practical jokes on a bigger 

scale were played: in 1860 a vast number of people received an official 

looking invitation to the Tower of London that read: ‘Admit the Bearer and 

Friends to view the Annual Ceremony of Washing the White Lions.’     

Precisely the same trick had been played in 1698. 

Probably the most famous April 

Fool’s joke of all time was the 

1960’s BBC TV broadcast fea-

ture on the spaghetti farms of It-

aly. A BBC reporter interviewed 

Italian farmers about their work 

and the progress of the   spa-

ghetti plants in great detail. Spa-

ghetti plants were filmed being 

carefully planted, and then being 

harvested. And all in the BBC’s 

most serious documentary manner. It took a while to appreciate that this 

was Aunty playing games. Whatever next! 

The odd thing is that no one is quite sure of the origin of this very British 

tradition. Most attribute it to changes in Britain’s calendar in the 1700s, 

when New Year’s Day moved from 25th March to 1st January. Not         

surprisingly, the change caused a lot of confusion and mistakes around 

the start of April. Others look even further back, to the ancient Roman 

feast of   Hilaria, when the goddess Cybele was celebrated with pranks 

and jokes around the Spring Equinox, 25th March.  
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Cyclone Freddy 
 

Walmer Bridge charity, Friends of Mulanje Orphans 

(FOMO), is pulling out the stops to help people in 

Southern Malawi, Africa, whose lives have been 

devastated by Cyclone Freddy. 

 

The non-profit organisation has been dedicated to helping 

the orphaned children of Mulanje, since it was founded in 

2000. Now the charity is raising funds to send a 40 ft container to 

Malawi, filled with essential supplies for the children in its care. 
 

Founder Mary Woodworth explained: 

 “The orphaned children of Mulanje face incredible hardship every day, 

now made worse by the trauma of Cyclone Freddy. Many are left to fend 

for themselves after the death of parents, often living in extreme poverty 

and without access to basic necessities like food, clothes, clean water 

and medical care. 
 

“Over the years FOMO has 

worked tirelessly to change 

that by providing support 

through our network of 14 

centres, clinic, and high 

school. 

“Displaced people who 

have lost everything need 

our help Crops normally 

harvested in April have 

been swept-away in the 

flood water.  
 

“But we urgently need funds to make a real difference. We have a 

warehouse full of stuff in the Preston waiting to go. Our goal is to send a 

container as soon as possible to help relieve the suffering in this ravaged 

area where whole communities have been swept away in mud slides 

with many lives lost.  
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Fundraising and Giving at St Andrew’s   

Thanks to all who have supported our fundraising 

activities and given donations this year. 

We will give an update on receipts from recent 

events at the AGM. 

In order to make donating as easy and secure as 

possible the PCC have installed a card machine 

which is fixed by the main door in Church and 

available to use for Services and anytime the 

building is open.  

Contactless donations can be made by any card or 

phone and Gift Aid details can be added. 

Here are two other ways to donate:   

Go to our website www.longtonstandrew.org then select the Online Giving.  

Alternatively if you have a smartphone you can use   

the QR code here.  

If you are able to Gift Aid your donation please   

complete the form included on the site.  

Donations that are Gift Aided allow us to claim an  
extra 25% with no cost to you. Please let me know if you think we 
may be missing your details  

Many thanks to all those who now donate by Standing Order!  

If you would like to give regularly through a standing order you can access 

the information on our website or pick up a form from the back of Church.           

For further information contact treasurer@longtonstandrew.org  

Thank you! 

“A donation, no matter how big or small, can make a real difference. 

With your support, we can fill this container with the goods that cannot 

be purchased in Malawi and send it to the children who need it most. We 

have a team in the heart of the devastation ready to offer a lifeline.” 

 
Donations can be made through the FOMO website. www.fomo.co.uk 
via the Donate button. 

http://www.fomo.co.uk
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Cards for St Andrew’s 

Easter Cards are available  

 A selection of handmade cards and prints for different  

occasions (birthday, get well, sympathy, general etc) 

are available at the back of church . 

Please put  donations in the silver wall safe or use the 

card machine. 

 

Judith and Steph 

 

Ladies who lunch 

Wednesday 26th April 

 

At 12.30pm 

Buffet lunch with tea/coffee        

and a chat 

       In the Hall 

 

Please contact Judith on 07796 005 767 to book a place or 

sign the list at the back of church. 
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Cry ‘God for England and St  George…’* 

The English have a patron saint who 

isn’t English, about whom next to 

nothing is known for sure, and who, 

just possibly, may not have existed at 

all. But that didn’t stop St George be-

ing patriotically invoked in many bat-

tles, notably at Agincourt and in the 

Crusades, and of course it is his cross 

that adorns the flags of English foot-

ball fans to this day. 

 

It’s most likely that St George was a   soldier, a Christian who was mar-

tyred for his faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in the early 

fourth century. At some point in the early centuries of the Church he be-

came associated with wider military concerns, being regarded as the pa-

tron saint of the Byzantine armies. There is no doubt that St George was 

held as an example of the ‘godly soldier’, one who served Christ as 

bravely and truly as he served his king and country.  

 

England shares St George with many other countries and regions as 

their patron saint: Georgia, Malta, Bulgaria, Portugal, Brazil, Russia,  

Aragon and Catalonia. 

 

The story of George and the dragon is of much later date and no one 

seems to know where it comes from. By the Middle Ages, when George 

was being honoured in stained glass, the dragon had become an invalu-

able and invariable visual element, so that for most people the two are 

inseparable. Pub signs have a lot to answer for here: ‘The George and 

Dragon’.  

 

However, it’s probably more profitable to concentrate on his role as a 

man who witnessed to his faith in the difficult setting of military service, 

and in the end was martyred for his faithfulness to Christ. 
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The idea of the ‘Christian soldier’ was, of course, much loved by the    

Victorian hymn-writers - ’Onward, Christian soldiers!’ The soldier needs 

discipline. The heart of his commitment is to obedience. The battle     

cannot be avoided nor the enemy appeased. He marches and fights 

alongside others, and he is loyal to his comrades. In the end, if the battle 

is won, he receives the garlands of victory, the final reward of those who 

overcome evil. 

 

St George’s Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The challenge 

is to distance the message of his life from the militarism and triumphal-

ism that can easily attach itself to anything connected to soldiers and 

fighting. The opportunity is to celebrate the ideal of the ‘Christian soldier’ 

- one who submits to discipline, sets out to obey God truly, does not 

avoid the inevitable battle with all that is unjust, wrong and hateful in our 

world, and marches alongside others fighting the same noble cause.  
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Chalice Rota 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Screen Rota 

02/04/2023 10am Palm Sunday  Sue Tipping  

09/04/2023 10am Easter Sunday  Kirsty Broadley  

16/04/2023 10am  James Miley  

23/04/2023 10am  Catherine Bates  

30/04/2023 10am  Mike Stockley  

 

Coffee Rota for April 

Thank you all for being part of the coffee rota. Please use Fairtrade tea 

and coffee from Cath's stall, Cath provides the milk. 

April 2nd    Shirley and Kirsty 

April 9th Jenny and Julia 

April 16th Margaret and Liz 

April 23rd Sylvia and Liz 

April 30th The Rimmers 

 

Contact:   Liz Henfield 612951 or  07506 335228  

New volunteers would be most welcome  - have a word with Liz 

April 2nd  10am Cath Greenlees 

April 9th 10am Allan Moncrief 

April 16th 8am Jenny Towers 

  10am Judith Rimmer 

April 23rd 8am Jane Slinger 

  10am Joan Doerich 

April 30th 8am Cath Greenlees 
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Rotas for April 

  

Readers and prayer leaders at 10am 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sidespersons Rota  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If, for any reason, you cannot do the duty you are on the rota for, please 

arrange a swap and then call 01772 614277, so we can update the rota. 

Many thanks, Judith 

 

April Service Intercessions Reading 

2nd HC Cath Greenlees Jim Lawson 

9th HC Nick Briggs Derek Thompson 

16th MP Judith Rimmer Jon Bates 

23rd HC Stuart Keith  Sheila Owens 

30th HC Joan Doerich Mike Stockley 

April 8am 
10am 

2nd No service Julia Powis 

Sue Reynolds 

9th No service John Rimmer 

Stuart Keith 

16th Barbara Baller 
James Miley 

Shirley Molder 

23rd  Neil Kenyon 
Jenny Towers 

Mike Towers 

30th  Morag Nuttall Ailsa Lyles 

Sue Tipping 
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Uniformed Organisations 

 

Cubs - Monday 6.30 - 8pm if possible  

Contact: gsl@2ndlongtonscouts.org.uk 

Scouts - Wednesday 7.30 - 9pm 

Contact: gsl@2ndlongtonscouts.org.uk 

Beavers - Friday 6 - 7.15pm 

Contact: gsl@2ndlongtonscouts.org.uk 

Rainbows: Girls 5  - 7  Thursday at Longton County Primary  6-7pm  

Contact: wendy_ferneyhough@outlook.com 

Brownies : Tuesdays in the Church Hall  at 6.45  - 8pm   

Contact: Anouska Brennand 07854782922.  

Brownies : Wednesday 6.30pm – 8.00pm at Longton County Primary 

Contact: sbougeard@hotmail.co.uk.  

Guides: Fridays 7.30pm - 9pm in the Church Hall                            

Contact: barbaraballer@mypostoffice.co.uk 

 

St Andrew’s Church Hall can be hired for children’s (under 11s only)   

parties  -    Please contact the Church Hall Secretary John Rimmer  - 

614277 

 

Crossword answers 

 
ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  
 
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  
16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 
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